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“It is the dawn of a new era in which we are 

coming to realize that while our past has 

brought us to where we are, it does not 

define us. Yamada Sensei may have known 

this, but we are learning it—that his 

leadership was one wave on a vast ocean of 

practice that is greater than any one of us; 

that is vital and alive and calling us forward 

to deeper connection, life-changing, multi-

generational, ever-evolving practice.”  
 

---Steve Pimsler, 7th Dan Shihan, Chief 

Instructor New York Aikikai, USAF Technical 

Committee 
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